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Honowed Sir , 


* Muſt needs acknowledge that. Yours is indeed a moſt - 
" ſweet and pleaſant Seat, but there isthis inward al- 
lay (as you ſay) to.that outward Felicity, that your 
lot is caſt under, a Scandalous Miniſter , your £Ligþt is 
Dartneſs, your Salt hath boſt its Savour, and your Tree- 
of Life 1s guarded (as you complain) by an evil Angel. 
* And now: what courſe 1s to be taken? What muſt youdo 
for your Souls health? - This makes your dwelling Me- 
Jvec and your otherwiſe moſt delightful. Habitation , as . 
amang the-Tents of Kedar. in 
& 2, 7 
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Tcould heartily wiſh you had. asked.my Opinion in « 
; morepleaſing Subjed, and that you had commanded me 
toſpeak in a Cauſe wherein I might have more hopes of 
being heard, inſtead of this which is ſurrrounded with 
almol} Hvincible prejudices. However, to comply with 
your importunity ,4 1 ſhall make bold to offer ſome few 
things in Anſwer to the Queſtion propounded by you- 
1. It his Life be Notorious, make it yet more ſo by 
complaint ; let his Dzoceſan know it, and ſeeto.it that 
the Church Cegfurgs paſs upon him., The Lawsare not 
ſo weak 5 nor'yet their Adminiſtration ſo remiſs , but 
they wilt-eafe you and themſelves of juch a rotten Mem- 
ber ; they will with-draw the fewel to his exorbitances , 
by ſuſpending the Profits , and difable him from all pubs 
lick taking Gods Word into his mouth, who hateth to 
be reform'd by ſuſpenſion from his Office: Nor need you 
be afraid of ſodoing, for all good Men will approve and 
applau Ty you ” Pious yy they wall oy and 
notapbraid you for/it, an exqcoptur with, you 
it Ring bf it. Mereas 1 IC NNE Han y 
failing , that all the Neighbourhood almoſt will agree 
to tell the ſtory of ſuch a Miniſters miſcarriages and fins 
to one another, and indeed in all Companies ; but few 
or none have the courage or faithfulneſs to report it to 
ſuch as may and would remedy it. What ſhall they be- 
come Informers? As'if that were a worſe name then Wh1ſ- 
Oy orBack6iters.Shallthey peal upon their Miniſters ? 
es'certainly, tnis would be the greater Charity ; yea ; 
this might prove a Charity indeed ; for this might wound - 
his Soul in order to hiscure,while the other only wounds 
his good Name incurably ; this may be a means to Re- 
form him , whilſt the other ſerves only to blaſt his Re- 
utation, 'and perhaps hardens him in his fin ; this An- 
Twers all the ends of Diſcipline , and roles the guilt from 
your 


hy al \(&%) 7 Vp | 
your. ſelvesand Cor ,/. whilſt the other doth but 
gratitic ſome __ ty vile affeQtion in- your ſelves and e- 
chers: In a word, this makes for the glory of God, the 
other only to your Miniſters defamation and difcredit. 
Provided your Proof be plain, and there appear no De- 
ſign but what is good and honeſt at the bottom, I (are 
ſay, that ſuch as prefide in the Government , will both 
right and thank you. ©. | 
'-2; 'Butif your Miniſters failings be only now and then, 
a being meerly over-faken with a fault , and comes un- 
der the head of fins of infirmity ; methinks love might 
cover them, and a ſpirit rd meekneſs might by degrees 
cure them ;--ſoft Words might melt his heart , and good 
Exhortations proceeding from ſincere'/and unfeigned aft- 
feQion, joyned with:your own pregnant Example,might 
gain him to God, and! make him your Convert inſtead 
of your becoming his. Are we commanded to exer- 
ciſe this point of Charity to every Brother, and not toour 
Miniſter ? Or do we judge or conculde' 427% leſs ſenſible of 
our affe&tion and tenderneſs, ' than a rude and illiterate 
Neighbour ? Or is he the only Man in all the Pariſh co be 
deſpaired of, whom no ſweetneſs can oblige, and no 
wy: itn work-upon ? _Sir,.Give me leave totell you, 
that till this like method be-effayed, "and, that more than 
once or twice, to win him, 'you havenot diſcharged your 
Daty to God or to him. Perhaps he is not ſo bad as he 
is painted, report may have wronged him, you know 
this Age is caſte to believe any thing;that makes againſt 
the Miniſtry'in general; ſome'ſtady to find or to makes 
faults where indeed there are none, others lay Tempta- 
tions in their way purpoſely to' make them fall, thinking 
by becoming privy to their farlings,' to make them fear 
to have the greater awe upon them', *or to'render them 
more pliant to all cheir politick ſecular Ends and Defigns'; 
at 


4 
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at leaſt to juſkifie thei on p14 them of. the 
+ A own guilty 


ompany ; or. to ſilence the noiſe 

Cool ciences;, and.falye how Fed! Pink fe apr 

pearirg zealous or God.and crying.as loud. 
Beds Te Ver 


as the Can ag411 th hem, s.tell the P ow 
ple or Sn andiit. i BY $ leaſing, revenge: 
rq.lome to find, fault Wita.th 9M, mo "Nor muſt L for- 
get their pes 4: yes ich you kn OX, 1n,; {0 ilgpi 
RA $f 4.98 poppolong one cine anda FAngel 
i IS, FA eman and Bic 5% 
bf ea a Man, : WROWk nok, Sgara þ iy, 


face. or, e Range his Voie I, prar. 8 Party. who. 
though. they ſpoke, 8s, Miniſter, never Ny _ 
never ſo powerful both.in Life and.D Dore: ; Yet 
he forfeits all by, keeping a 406 4 - or bin mad. a. 
Biſhop 3. which by the way;, is a Qtrange con ration of 
OR, 0: 05h , DoQrine of  nevex, falling from, 
5 ſs Sir, axe; ſome of your own,Obſervations. in; 
LHJtt Seb Var Y.98, and ARIPO) w.olten haye I heard: 
you ſay, what Notice you have: taken of: ſome, chief and. 
Izadin Fi in. their Coyntrey, who have ſeemed nevep 
mare Tal lighted, goes Or. Sch Like publick Meetings, 
KA Bu "they have. fallen uppn t he SubjeQ of reviling. 
of: Miniſtry. ? That Man being, always the moſt welcome 
anion,, who could; expoſe any, of, them, moſt., Re-. 
member Lbeſe ech you with what regret you, bave, be-. 
wailed Yhis thing tome ,. as a moſt ynchriſtian agg; un» 
feemly Behayjour, as an,infallib ignof a, moſt aicerat-. 
ed ratten heart, and the effects of ire& direful, Atheiſm, 
void of all regard to God whoſe Miniſters they are, 2nd; 
void of common Eivility, or, Chriſtian, Charity, which, 
ſhould teach. them to hide, + rather, than with Solomons. 
Charadtex,of a. Fool, 'to, make.a mock-of in, 1, am, fuily, 
coplident God will one day judge. theſe, jolly. Men of 
carne 
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artnet, for all thit abi they make of their poor Mini. 
Aitts Mee i ticles WAH hich are.indeed rather matters of Humi- 
Yell and Montnitg to om, who are-any whit under - 

& fenſe _— * fintere | godlineſs. 1 had not called 
theft Paſfap out Fora I this preſent, was it not 
mar I apr ab jeatous or you , leſt any Pradtices 


urs ſhould gi countenance orencouragement, 
t6 uth 1s ſet Fo $ tlivs i in the ſeat of th ſeorn= 


Z. 
Jo 2, Butlet it be pranced, hy Sa Miniſter i is indeed 


Ktdalous: inion will not warrant 
mY purpole of leaving his Mini 


fy. For: i® Four defipt 


| ks ate ſor mich offended and vrieved with 
this Feviny his _ life, there is the k s danger of 
itfeftion , or gett Pie Joy y hartn to. your ſel ,. by what 
Ybu obferve afid eehfure 1h Him. he pots health I am 
ferided, will never bs bg aired by thoſe fins, which 
Four S6dl abhotteth : Sigh þt Hacks #1 unone ; 
Commbbtitant tudlit. * Dube vero malt diſplacent , 
tot emeudare #08 polſunt, 0%u {a np pie eorum, ſed Altari 
EDrifti Commutticant. , Augutti + 162. 

* 22 Sirice yol fay tint Jour dap Nor is nevertheleſs A 
very Forver Rh Preacher, is not a thing inipoſſible ; 

I evticdive your Wiiort and Da oty. is to. diftingui 
twitt the govd atid the bad, fo put-a difference betwixt 
his Podrine aid his Life; for offs and Grace you know 
Sir are two meme thing fs, nd, a Manmay haye Gifts 
for the ay 6 others. s an of bs waht Grace for him- 
ſelf. St. Auguſtt# I iti fire makes a vaſt difference be- 
 twixt the vi Df. Mitiiftfy of tfie Word and Sacraments , 
and th&'inviſible Grace of God, in his Controverſy with 
_ the Dowati 'S in this very f rpument , as you ſhall ſec 
arioft. A 'ofl Matt, 2 3+ Tdeo audiuntur(fiith he e) utili- 
ter, 
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f an unfaithful and/unjuſt Steward ſet, 
ver the Hoſold of God: It is further ary nfrom, 7 A 


have an heſied, ca 
derful Works in Is 


Work of the Miniſtry , for the edifying = the Body. of 
fGachary, and S;> 


* 


| iniftration . of the High Prieſts on 
their Solemn Feaſts , thongh'generally in thoſe days they 
came into their places by bribery | were very bad Men 
and not qualified as the Law of Moſes required. We-zead 
likewiſe that it was the manner of our Saviour Chriſt, to 
enter into: the SY mABogue every ,Sabbath day , to hear 
the 'Scribes and Phariſees read and ,cxpound the, Law, 
whoſe wicked lives he nevertheleſs moſt vehemently. in- 
veighs againſt upon 'all occaſions, You ſhall further. 
more find our Bleſſed Lord, beſides his own Example and. 
Practice, to give Dire@ions to his Diſciples and the wt 
| + LoL __ **ritude, 


our Saviour and his 4 


C99) - 
titude, inthe: very Caſe which is before us, Mat.z;.1; 
2, 2. ſaying, The $:y:bes and Phariſees [it in Moſes's bis 
Seat ; all therefore (mark that) whatſoever they bjd. you 
nfs {hit obſerve and do; but do not ye after their 
orks , 'for they ſay. and*do. not. What. hear theſe: 
whom thou haſt denounced. ſo many bitter woes - a-- 
gainfſt, even woe. upon woe in this very , Chapter ? 
What: the Scribes and Phariſees , Hypocrites , 'thoſe 
blind Guides, whited Sepalchers; Graves that appear 
not 2? That: 65nd heavy burdens and grievous to be born, 
and Iay them upon other Mens ſyoulders, but they: 
themſelves will. not move them with one of their fin- 
gers;. that: /bnt \up the. Kingdom of | Heaven againſt 
Men. that - neither go LONG ,  nor'{uffer them: 
that are emring to go int ;' that. devour s Hot 
ſes, and for a pretence make long Prayers, &c. What, 
ſhall we that are thy: Diſciples, and can hear ſuch-a 
Heavenly Preacher as thou art ; who ſpeakeft 25 xever 
Man ſpake , go to hear ſach wretches as. theſe ? Yes, 
faith Chriſt, They ſit in: Moſes's \Charr, have' the: 
p of publick Warrant and Authority, - therefore. 
hear them:: woes pc brings this Text of onr. Savs-- 
our ', to prove. the ſame Queltion-Iam about ,' and. 
to the ſame- purpaſe. Zaicks enim gue Tult. bets vis) 
vere, cum attenderit Clericuns malam, quid dicit? 
Dominus dixit : Que dicunt facite; que faciunt facere. 
volite. | Ambulabo wviam Nomini',.. non | ſequar iſttus 
mores; .audian a6 the ,  non-verba ipfius ſed Dei.. 
Sequar Deum; ſequatur alle: cupiditatem ſuans. Auguſtin. 
in:Johan. c. 10. ..'Moda ea que-ad Cathtdram pertinent: 
refta pr acipiant ,. ſaith St. Hierom.Vult autem Domints: 
hunc ordenem Divinitus eſſe conflitutum , ac promde aus 
diendam eſſe veritatem , etiam ex ore mercengriorum © 


B... hypd- . 


EC 
hypocritarum doftorum ; ſo the Learned Mr. Beza upon 
the Text. Whereas the Prieſts were ſometimes firaple.,.. 
and ſometimes wicked Men, left any ſhould deſpiſe the 


Ordinance of God jor their unworthineſs, thepromiſe us 
made by God, Numb. 6:27. Andthey ſhall put my } 
upon the Childrewof Uracl, and I will bleſs them , faith 
Mr. Amfworth, 'Expoſitors all (all that ever I ſaw at 
leaſt) agreein this rwatter. I might alfo to ſtrengthen this, 
add the: Feſtimonyot+ the \Ancieat and other Modern 
dnt 6 we ow w Me ChwFef ke > wath ky 
the zbth Arti e Church 'faying, Att 
inthe vs5ſeble Church, the evil beeever vr beds 
good, and favretimes the evil have chief\ Authority. in 
the. Miniſtration of the'Werd and , - 7, - 
as mich as they do n0t thi ſame in their own Nawe, 
in Chri(s ; and do Miniſter by his Conmiſſion and 
thority , xve w{c ther Miniſtry bot han hearing theWord 
of Gad , avid:in:neariving the Sair aments :: Ne:ther is 
 theeffelt of Obrifts Onitinanc ec th teu any by them notch 
care (e'; wir thegravce of Golts gifts dimni/bed\, from ſuch 
as by faith, and\ rightly dareceive the Sarramy nts mime» 
fined. unmtoabem, -wihich are effetiaal, becauſe of Chrefts 
ibftitut;ouand promiſe ; alibough they be minifired by 
car} Mew. Fo. tins Dodrine&do all the beft:Reformed 
Churches agree, (witneſs the Harmony. of their. Confeſs 
Joons: "Thecontrary, unto whick ts:the DoQrine of the 
Pepiſts, and Anabgptiits, and Brownifts , and Fami- 
Iy of- Love, with Tome others only of the moſt : extra- 
vagant of the. Deflenting' Parties, : from! the: piteſenc: e» 
ſtabliſhmear.. > Our. Lord ' Chrift acknowledgeth the 
power even of T7;/ate-over-. himfelf, and faith, Kt was 


' Sdven him from above. 0-40 
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-- If he be indeed your lawful Miniſter ,: ſent: by them- 
in Authority. , and ſo, ſettled by the Laws of ithe Land 
{ as I know he. is) this 15 interpretatively the Will of 
God ,!-and'your Duty ſcams.to. me tobe plainly chalk- 
ed out by the Apoſtle ; Heb. 13.-17. Obey them 
| that have the Rule over you ,. and ſubmit your ſebves - 
for they watch for your Souls ,” as they that muſt give 
account , that they may do it with jay and- not with 
grief 3; for that is unprofitable for you. + So alſo 1 Theſf. 
F- 12, 1 {re rev beſeect you , Brethren, to know 
them W chlabour am 904 , and: are over { 90u F7'Y 
the Lord & 7 and admoni 1 POW ; . and - r0 efteers them 
hay 1highly for their. work: ſake, Apain , 1 Tim. 
T2 BJ& fab _—_ 54h we ns 
dontic i Honor, vſperiably: . ILaboxr 
in ” Word und Dottrive > But i ill; | honour 
them - fievertheleſs 2s; Rulers; - not-.only- in-point of 
Maintenance , but Eſteem , for ſo I conceive we' may 
jofer \frony! the-/Text;; Monouri thens (for Gods fake, 
as ſer over-yott in the Lond z! for their:Work ſake , as- 
Watching for your Souls.; for their CharaQer ſake, as 
Elders and Rulers 5 for. their Doom' ſake, -that- they. 
may be able to make their Account .with joy, and wot 
with grief j: and for your:'own. ſake , leſt the contrary: 
Praftice be wrprofitah {zfor you. For the Ordinances re 
Gods; their Efficacy is from. God, and-your Service 
herein ts 'done:to God, on purpoſe to confound all glory- 
ing'in Man. St. Paul ſpeaks of ſome that preached Chreſt 
owt of exvy',, with purpoſe 'to aud AfiitFion to his. bomas ; 
Phil.1: 15,16, 17;c.(who therefore muſt certainly be very 
bad men) yet ſince Chriſt was preached, be therein 
did. rejoyce, yea, andwonld rejoyce. You do notthink. 
that the Morning and Evening Sacrifices under. the 
Law were to be negleed, becauſe of the ſinfulneſs of: 
| B.. 2. Elzes: 
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Elies Sons , or that their wickedneſs gave warrant to 
the-people to abhor the Offerings of the Lord. St. Paul 
taxeth the Corinthians, for manifold Enormities and 

Sins-in the receiving of- the Lords' Supper. Aad. it is 
not unlikely, but the Miniſters might ſhare too much 

with the People in thoſe failings which were ſo 'pre- 

vailing and general; yet all his Arguments tend tothe 
better qualifying themſelves to become . more worthy 

Receivers :. but by no means in the leaſt-tothe exemp- 

ting them from that moſt neceſſary and moſt indiſpenfible 

Duty. I know you will ſay, youplead not to be excuſed 
from the Ordinances, but only for a li to hear ſome 
body elſe. .But'then , Sir , what becomes of that mu- 
tual -Relation betwixt-a Paſtor and his People; and of 
that mutual Obligation of Duty. of each | towards 0- 

.ther? How'ſball they hear without a Preacher ? ſaith 

* Paul. And how-ſhall they. preach without KHearers? 

Wd 755155 4.0 $0.1 3 orb t0tg 

'But, you will again fay , That  ſome-body. will hear 
him if you donot ; to which I. reply , If your Princi- 
ple be. good and true, they oughtnot; and if the reſt. 
follow your Example , who area leading Man in the Pa- 
riſh, they will not. ; 

Whence it follows , that the People are:at liberty to 
g0 to whom and where they liſt, while the ſame Man, 
as you and I have known , fhall leave the Church of 
England to goto the Preſbyterians, from thence to 
the Todapem nes , thence tothe Arabaptiſtis, next to 
the Quakers, and at laſt caſt off all regard to the Wor- 
ſhip of God. So trueis-that ſaying, That Toleration in 

»0ne Age 1s "$45 op in the next, if not in the very ſame ; 

or that, That the firſt ſtep 10 Apoſtacy # #he jor ſaking 


of Publick Aſemblies. 


.Confider- 
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.Conſidering all which; I am confident, altthe worſt of 
Inconveniences from-a Miniſter thatis a -bad Liver and 
yet teacheth well, are not- worthy to be put in the 
Ballance with thoſe ſad and diſmal ones above-named 
to which moxe mightbe added. 

But, Sir ,- I ara further to beſeech you to weigh ſeri- 
ouſly and without prejudice theſe following Conſidera- 
tions, with reſpe& to the publick as well as to your 
felt. 54 
1. That upon this very ſame Principle, that you 
think of leaving your Paſtor upon and his Communion, 
iS. Becauſe he is a wicked ſinful Liver ; did Doxatus 
found _that lamentable and woful Schiſm , which did 
create ſo much diſturbance and miſery to the Chiirch 
of Chriſt in St. Auguſtine's time, and a long time after, 
I had almoſt ſaid ever ſince. And as it bepan in a ſad 
Schiſm , and was accompanied with manifold grievous 
Hereſies in. the - Church ; ſoit 'went on 'with Commo- 
tions /andRebelliovs [in the State: 'Donatus and his Fa- 
ion , as they grew in power , denying Obedience and 
Conformity to-the Publick Laws , upon 'the account 
that they: were. made and | adminiſtred *by wicked 


_ I would undertake:for the truth of this ſad Example 
in-each particular ,- if-I thought that' you either knew 
itnot, or- were ſo hardy as to deny it. | But we need” 
not look. back ſo-far.,, for it was this very Principle, 
which firſt ſet on: foot, and after brought to paſs'thoſe 
Barbarities, Outrages , and bloody Executions in Ger- 
wany of Jater days. And .in truth, that Doctrine 
which blew the Trumpet to our lamentable and unhap- 
y Commotions here in Ezg/and, both in Church 'and- 
State. | For Firſt, they began (as you well know ) to 
traduce the B:ſhops and whole Clergy as moſt ſinful _ 
wicke 
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wicked Men, —_ Taol, Tate Shepherds; dams: 
Dogs ; ſwearing, drunken, unclean rift s; oy 
Devils , Cogging, Evzoning Knaves. ; erate, for-. 
mat Atbeifts s Robbers, Wolves , 8c. for the dad Truth: 
of all which with-a great deal more,  E.need only to. 
turn you to their publick Sermons, Libels, and Cemnries 
which are now in Print , and ſome of which, even the. 
moſt inveivey have been lately re-printed. 

Next., for the good King and his Government in the 


Uate 3 His Secred' Ma} Jenny eh Chaves the Firſt Was. 


{ ſenſible of. the like hard < es- and Prints, as he 
himſelf faith,, The 00rſt _ open Hoſidliry | came 


tip. 460 wil] ] 
Kwiaf theſe dolyes » for Toariane wing oem 


utation and. Honouv. 
_ _ > lo robo a 


aloyed againſi my , 4hat axwder inies. 
their Op nſnies £47 oriper che of me, | wy Enecmit s.andehe | 
+ 'E wht at owce blow =p ;bedr\ AfeiFione, and barge 
the 

Thug. this Principle hatched: up the Covenant for Res. 
formation and more p pureRelgion as was pretended, 
and that fed and maintamed that long and bloody Civ. 
War:; which endedin the Ruin of King rahd' Cows, Re. 
Jigion and Church, for: time. 1 had not-revived the my. 
of theſe ſaid Traths , had it not been neceſſary to - 
ſhew.you what bad:ufe defigni ng Men make” of this bad 
Principle ; how .aader the appearance 6f-Zealapainſt Sin 
and Jealouſie for God and his-Glory: , it darries them to. 
all:;vivlation-of Sacred:Duty,, and oxpoſcth all Perfons 
and:Things that are. Sacred, toall forts of moſt 
ly. Outrages and. Villanies ; ſb eaſie a thing is it to find 
ſults, and —_ Offeaders,when-partiality and prejn- 
dice.. 


GLEE | 
dige come to fit upon the Bench , God help: the —_ 
'CEnr, 

Donains and his Party, after his Exaple, refuſed 
Communion with Ceci/:auns then Biſhop of Carthage , 
becaufe he was as they Taid: a Traditor (i: e. had in times 
of Perſecution delivered up the Bible-to be burnt) deny- 
ing therefore to hear him preach , or to receive the Sz» 
craments at. his hands. But . when after a full hearing 
before Canflamtine: the Great , together. with a great 
| num beraf Piſhiaps for;that purpoſe aſſembled , 'he was 
porged rged from the Slander , nod declared guiltleſs.; then 

ow ar ns and his Faction. ſaid , he had been ordained by 
Felix who was a Tradetor ; therefore his Ordination 


Was null and/void:,. andithis is made. ilt £no to 
their defodhion: n g's ugh 


Pape Hildebrand Decreed and Communded,, That no 
man ſronld hear Maſs from the onauth of a Prieſt that 


had_z Wt  woitliih RP; 4 
; Fhei cw is Forther ay , That tHe Somencof- Heres 
ticks and:fo thiryitarmal Pratethantcs)dawſt-00 he beard 


thongh they preach. the Trath ;_ their Prayers and Ss 

watery © not acceptable t0 Ged s bat - are- the hows-i 
un. 

.Andour' Modera Difonters __ ack you, T hat if 

aMinificr: conform -to:the LawsoftheiCkureh, 3nd read 

the Common Prayer, he is alſo not to be heard, or the 

Sacraments received from him, 

-At this-natg, Sir,, who..is:Innocent 2 Whither will you 
go. 2 Whoſhall be your: Paſtor? //Qrqvil you- have.none? 
At this rate you may- ſeparate: and Gpetion frant: all,the 
Churches, ..and: from all the Men inthe Werld:, till you 
come to. abhar your. own dear {ef z- for What Man is 
there; that. lives and is not a -gredt:Siringy } 2 And: fure L 
am, you would be loth that your Wife, and Chiron, 
an 
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&#nd Servants ſhould rebound this Argument: upon- your, 
and plead Exemption from their known reſpective Du-- 
ties, upon the pretence that.you are a fiaful Man: for 
if you rightly conſider it -, the .dint of the Argument 
will hold good againſt Parents and Maſters: of Families, 
as well-as againſt Magiſtrates and Miniſters ,. and then: 
farewel all Order and Government inthe World- 

. No, - Sir, Government is a Sacred: thing ,. and an Or- 
dinance of Gvd:, and-ſo are Governours as ſuch , what-. 
ſocyerthey are in their» private, .perſonat capacity. And: 
was | to:give account” itÞ ſhort, :of that ſhameful diſo-. 
bedience and ftubborneſs in Children. ; that perverſeneſs, 
ſeif-will, and unfaithfulneſs in Servants; 'generally com- 
plained of by Parents: and Maſters of Families at this 
day , I ſhould aſcribe it to the want of that: reverence; 
and regard;, which God -expeas from us, towards them 
that Rule over us both+in Church and State.. Men may: 
read their Sin'in their Puniſhment , while their. Con- 
ſciences wilttell them , that they are but paid in: their 
own kind, 'meaſure for-meaſure ; / and thats they thave: 
furniſhed their Children and \Servants with Proofs and: 
Examples againſt themſelves. 

2. Next to the publick Security, I muſt offer to yow 
the Conſideration of: your private peace,'- which. is" in 
—— be loſt- by. ſuch-raſh-defiance to-your Mini- 

%% I 

For the Laws are on his ſide, as long ashe performs 
his Duty according as they have Enacted yz and if he be 
either:a man'-of. Stamach , or ſhall think himfelf bound: 
ro'put:th&Laws inforceagainſt you, this will make 
your life uneafie toyou , will ſowre:your temper other- 
wiſe never-ſo ſweet ; will ruffle. your Spirit-, ſtir-up--all 
your-paſlions , and: at-laſt.provoke you moſt inſenlibly, 
le DEUS .DOg t 119709 PUNY- 3-30 
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to ſame Indecencies- agajoſt chim 'both..ia Word and 


-2Andiet metell youg Sir oy atwill-certainly. find it, a 
molkuncemfortable :thing tolliverat yariance with your 
'Paſtor,, A Vexation Aiketo that which the) Wiſe Mar 
; callsatCont manliDregt e Reſides$bat, :2t wall migh- | 
ty prejurtice y0u;2gauſtFll his Doftrinessthough never 
ſoſaynbandgond,;:a8 pftenas:you fhellhiear him, ..Far 
it igneceſflaxy the: Word berreverwed aur th merdneſs ,- ar 
cle it>will neven profit you; fence the wrath of Man can- 
wendthe otdara deſk of ' Gods It will, prejudice 
you egainlſt his.Perſon,. prejudice you: againſt his veny 
and Mention ;.itwill.fa every. way prejudice. the 
elent healthful Conſtitytion == emp r_ge Soul , - as in- 
ad\of Cure, ,you:will unavoida to into thoſe -Dil- 
eaſes which: you ſeok-to, prevent. | F$O1RY.407 thing 
of, 4yhat bazard-your|Eftate may run; in; a Caſe; which.ſo 
acarly counts penenoune for in-my moſt deliberate 
'thoughts ,\ I: had rather you \fhould quit your.:preſent 
Station , as pleaſant astz88,, kooppmay th of A 
brahams Faith , ſeek a Land of Promiſe and Bleſſing 
from:God, than live-where: you do at vatiance;with your 
Minifter , Iwhich;hath-neicher Promiſe nor Bleſſing be- 
longing to.it, Sem ognug ton 


3-:It is; alſo matter of : diſcredit, -in the: Eye of the 
, World :- for men are;not: yet ſo-wholly. devoid of al re- 
ſped to God , but. they, wilt in heart. bear ſome ſecret 
regard to their Miniſter for Gody:ſake, . and:to:his Office, 
\foreither love or fear of. Laws and Government under 
whichhe ſerveth. 


| - Theſe things have a great awe over the Minds and * 
Conſcicnces of M2n, and -carry ſuch a ſtrange unac- 
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' countable ſway: with them , as you muſt be a-Man of 


extraordinary Credit and Influence , Not to ſay. Conf. 
dence, tothink to over-bear them, Such hath *de the 
conſtane Riverenee!}'#nd for igreae, 'whith the” meer 
Tight! of Nature kmhc tauphe the worſt of: Hearheny to 
"ſhew and' expreſs” towards the® Miniſters: of their Ido! 
pbds ; which.is- certainly: # rather. due” to-ſgch #5 
: miniſter ar-the Altar of the pro and Tru67God. 
"Pear the:Lond'wirh all ery faith rhe Son of" SHxrad, 
Peoleftnfiicus 5\' 29.) mndrivertuce batPricfts. Peay 
-the Dord , \and Honour the Prieſt | Verizo; Irisalſoa 
Wiſe. Rule" *which the: ſame. Author lays down” Chap. 

197 v8, 94: Saying),” Whether 1c be! 10a friend op foe, 
£24 wot. of Of Hev«: 'Mnes Itves 14nd if vhon'tanſt XOHrh. 
-onf offence, 'r veal them not ," for he beard and” ob- 
ſerved thee ,'- and when tre cometh, . he will hate 
thee: When St. Paul had -unadviſedly: revilel Anansas 
that-meſt*corrapt and wicked High Prieſt; 'he cotreds 
Jinmlſelf, ſayin I:eift. not, Brethren; chat he was the 
Hhgh prieft ging, Ta toabvrros, Fhon Joatt mot. prot: evil 
fie Rujer of rhy peoplery Als: 4p G61 0 


Hf mightialfo vreſa ther coaſiderritons! chaitt "uſe 
which #beariore ignorarit or mere wicked inyour Po 
and Neighbourhood would make of your Example 
wander at large like Sheep without a Shepherd ; or 
Kay at home-and $0 no where, "or toi keep the Sabbath 
at the Pavers or Ale-hoaſe, inſtbad of Feaſting together 
-at the Bableof the Lords rogerher'with thoſe 4id-con- 
ſequences'to- your own Famtly , * While you it may be 
-$0.0n6 way;,:and-your. Wite another ,- and your Chil- 
dren and Servants pretend to Worſhip cach- and: all of 
them in a way by themſelves; to the. gradual ruin of 
all Peace andPiety in your Family, in the room of _ 
ta 


F 
£ 
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tual Edificat!on” and Comfort.” Put 'T1/ know 4 ord | 
ro the Wile is ſufficient," o. 4 nr minded to'bave 
7d D31D1; 30M © | 3 ii 7? El 
« Wiitrefore;" Lib rs; were Iorth 1bdfiſicniedto ;; t 
would alifery68 ſhould abide; in "the' Stdtj6h Wherein | 


God? hathi —_ "Four, © fittii & quiet 'and' 
thagkfoln ee fe b# this gra” 
cio Pid6i bp TR iy INEIOE: 
Dury2600d ," iP '88Atth he, Wigs | to 

his k Ordintinees', "afic Ea wfdl Migi 


for "rhe ſake of God," "Ya ms | 
hivOlfed ,"and nes 

vorfh&46., Land talle (1618! | &= 
him 'but'f chown fr thihim'to' recover” 
im 4 acid if nothin> will &6 ; Wait: with patience till 
God'pur you under-ſoit6 tiilder ani hore comfortable 
Diſpenſativn ; by'-renfevine him "one! way or other* 
from amongſt you, and ſending you a'better iti his place, 
Which thing 1 am confident God will do for you in his 


ance. him: in: 
is'Sins. '"Thei 


good time, -if he ſee' you "thas' to'deny' your ſelf, in 


wr obedience to him,” by caſting your ſelf and: caſe 
him-,-and wholly feferrirfy it-tohim ; / free from” 
alt indire@” projets and practivtes'of your owhy which. 
may argue /your- beirig Tildebhes with. the preſent 
crores whicli he hath —_— 
$472 i07 77 wy | 
 Inthe mean whils? IPyou pdifis by your Miniſter in 
nothing elſe, this exerciſe of Faith, and Patience, - and 
Meekneſs , and Love, = Unity, - and Uniformit 
will become ' far betrer” Evidence of your real Edifi- 
cation and growth-in'Grace , than'any you will be able” 
to produce? n Fohe coritrary courſe.” Fay whoever they 


C:2 be 
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by -that -migiſter-,ro your Laſts. or - Paſſions"; | 


raeerlycto!s Party. «will never -minifter truly: to-your 
Edification. And indeed woe to this preſent W 


that Mens growth in Grace ſhould be meaſured- by 
their. heats and, aa os ys inthfferant things, 


200g dy- 8. NIBes, d- 
m4 a bin Sages : " and. Gpvemours) Wn 
Aber : Et 


WaAFs!, comp! 


erey and (0:6 + | oo 4 | ther: 
ne Ag Yy> v4; as alſo 


this- ſort, of H/ſdome is: fromihogenth even | eartblus 
ROT? FA Oy 20: of 


| Becauſe- | fore + "£118, 7" FP vences 4 
thelo things , . Bos if ppſerence.20 the publick', and 
r private ; Peace. rending. the Church -aad 
your own. Soul y3 oi 1 anpibervfore concerned to. 
warn you: _— Qvery. hide. that hath-but a necel- 
ſary appearance or tendency thereunto,, as. much as 
apainſt all inclinations or tendencies to Drunkenneſs, 
&- Adultery 4. or MH z/-Of FETOOY your cate 

and the like, 


\ For a PRERs WY 'Let me remind. you of RR Ad- 
vice of the Blefed St. Paul to the Corinthians in 
the like Cale, where! one was for Paul , another 
for Apollo, and another for Cephas , and all were 
in 


—_  ” y-—=2 —_— n—_— dm I ws TT - 


FS... + us 
=- 
| PR 
Kee" 


Ki9g 3th 
ola. / ſak it, 5 On 
'AnQ gaz, ſakes.z, 1 at, 36, mtg bh; learn | 
nat. ha 121m ink o Men, ako 19a. rk y WHbben, tht 
«pat her... Thats 


| (21) \ 
ip. that.roſpet herelorec.2ma}; 
W277 - iraw, =_ tele things, . 


fore tet no ” Man glory in Men: Cor. 4. 6, 


| And here, Sir, ..1 bad. da led, your-. troubletin - 
regal di YR Lines -C bag [to ale eady, Res the .- 
Lines of an ne) )-:818.. os hs fancy, 
I had bbs be 7 wei ſe: 09 ol laſt; . 
LR pag an. Apology tor the fact of 
LIVES, oy CE id.; and, my: comfort is, © 50 0X 
wag þ But; leſt any may bereaſtar becme: | 
Ot 8 | tele b Fa. who may? bo inelined by lo 
wit Party rejugice., .to-. udge & bandly ;:b : * 


think it there Sa P49 16] to add » that 1 -abbox all 
Debaychery and Uogadlineſs. in ay ans but: 

of all 'ih-3 Minifher , wha hath. ſo. ſolemaly 
crated,. got. only. his mouth , . but this whole: Self, 
Soul. and Body - Tato. or 8 oth 948 (9+ deſecrate- or 
uohallow: either , is, an higb po PPE of Saciled dge againfi 
God, and a moſt grievgus Scan |.rothe Warld ; bile 
all good Men . QKe: aicied to-fee i, angg1 bad Men 


ore hardned 19. their, wicked . Coyrles. by It.. : While 
the poor wretch in Al his Fregehings Playerbibut the 


Orator againſt hi and each -ggod Sermon which 
he makes, is .buta, oy dont of his old wieked 
life, No, no, .. 1wiſh from my.heart; that every Mini» 
ſter in his reſpeQiye. plgce.,- was :45 St. Paul for: his 
Converſation in Heguen, aod an Apelloi for his Eloquence 
in: the Pulpit; . that; he. was, furniſhed with both a 
Mauth and. Wiſdome, which Gain-ſayers- were: not a- 
ble, to SNTENG 5 | mean.1 in few words; - that .he was 
him» 


TL. 
iehifelf a living Word: This would tea means'to heat? 
Th diviſions, and 'make up thoſe breaches amopg(ſt 
us, which the'ſins of-both Preachers and Heirers teep 
open ;® and in Gods good time. help to make us. of one” 
hart and of one mind.” Amen. oY 


L "C \ 
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' Though'my own ' fad" Obſervatton for the ,preſeht , 
gives me to ſee a IT alone; will "notdo it.:. 
For-ab mucli gs it is' tos foo manifeſt add;plain ,, that, 
in'ſuch places where the Miniſters live every way ex- 
emplary 'and blameleſs, - ahd are found, laborious, and. 
fairhtul-in their Preaching ;' yet even in thoſe places 
 the-Breaches are kept open , *and the Separation conti- 
nued./ Whence1 cannot but conclude there is ſainething 
elſe at'the bottom , beſides the pretence to, Religion 
and Reformation , which keeps men from their Duty , 
and” at” that diſtance one. from -the other-:, But, the 
making Menef one mind is an Houſe , as well as the 
working effectual grace in Mans heart , is a Diſpenſa 
tion beyond the reach and power of Mar, and indeed | 
is:the only Prerogative of God , who ſeems to me to 
have reſerved this ſo-great a Bleſſing, and ſo much 
to! be defired,' for-another World , or ſome other Ape 
of this : - In the mean time it"is a great comfort that 
ycu and have got thas*'far on our Journey, toward 
our longed for reſt, in ſo much Proſperity and Peace; 
free and ſecure from all thoſe amazing, ſtaggering 
temptations ' of- the-Primitipe "Chriſtians; Ki, 2 the 
good" Providence of* God 1, and pracious Prote@ion 
and Sun-ſhine -of -mild , and- moſt merciful Gover- 
nours, whom: God - of his -goodneſs yer preſerve , 
notwithſtanding all our frowardneſs and unthankful. 
| neſs ; 
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neſs; fo as we may live to. to ſee our Childrens Chil- 
dren, and Peace upon Iſrael. | 

I have thus far pratified your preſſing ———_ | 
upon. a moſt unpleaſing Subje&t, in compliance with 
my Duty to your Commands, and to exemplifie : ' 
how much. and. how far I am to be commanded by. . 
you , who indeed am 


SIR, 


Hng.28. 1684. 


Tour moſt humble Servant | 


